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Ever since the Fraternity made its modern public appearance in 1717, printing presses have
produced a torrent of writings dealing with every imaginable aspect of this group. The current
state of affairs illustrates my excuse, if you will, for writing this short work. There is too much
information about Freemasonry in print. All of this overload just makes a confusing and complex
subject even more perplexing for the interested reader. What is needed is a short, easily
understood overview of the fascinating world of the Freemasons. It is my belief that many casual
laypersons who wish to learn a little about Freemasonry want just that: to learn a little about the
Craft. They don’t want to embark upon an extensive investigation involving hundreds of pages.
They simply want a quick overview of the Fraternity and perhaps get the answers to a few basic
questions. After satisfying their curiosity, they wish to move on. It is with this audience in mind
that I have decided to pen this little work. The title is meant to be literal. This is a simple, short
introduction to a very complex phenomenon. The book closes with a meditation on the ultimate
purpose of Freemasonry and its value, both to the individual, and to society as a whole. Other
books and areas of research are recommended for the casual reader who might want to explore
“The Brotherhood” further.

About the AuthorRobert E. Burtt was born in Du Bois, Pennsylvania in 1954. An alumnus of the
University of Pittsburgh, he earned B.A., M.A. and M.P.A degrees there. He is also a veteran of
the U.S. Navy. He currently earns his bread as a minor functionary within the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security. He was raised a Master Mason in Harmony Lodge No. 429, Zelienople, PA
in 1995. He is a Past Master of Harmony Lodge. A member of Delta Royal Arch Chapter No. 170,
New Castle, PA, he is Past High Priest. He also belongs to Hiram Council No. 45, Royal and
Select Master Masons where he is Past Thrice Illustrious Master. He was knighted in Lawrence
Commandery No. 62, and is Past Eminent Commander. He is also a Knight of the York Cross of
Honor. Brother Burtt is a Charter Member of the Pennsylvania Lodge of Research and a
Companion Knight in Golden Triangle York Rite College No. 32, Pittsburgh, PA. Finally, he is a
member emeritus of Antioch Conclave, Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine, New Castle,
PA. Mr. Burtt is married to the love of his life, Grace, and lives in Little Rock, Arkansas. --This text
refers to the paperback edition.
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River: A Novel, Reminders of Him: A Novel, Foucault's Pendulum, Ignite a Shift: Engaging
Minds, Guiding Emotions and Driving Behavior



Ed King, “For ALL Masons - especially our new Brothers!. A truly wonderful book for the new
Mason - or for the Brother who's been away from lodge for a while. As a guide, this book will give
you a lot of the answers you're looking for in a very readable way. Well written, it truly fills a void
that most of us didn't even realize existed. When you read it, you'll see....Disclaimer: the book
names me in the dedication but I had no idea it was being written and only accidentally found it
on Amazon - so it's not as if I helped in any way at all. It's a great book to get - and even an
experienced Mason will enjoy the 'brush-up' on things.”

David Doran, “Excellent Introductory Work!. For a beginner (and hopeful initiate) attempting to
navigate the historical complexities of Freemasonry along with contemporary practices in the
US, this introductory volume is enormously useful.  Thank you, Brother Burtt!”

JJ Knights, “and easily understandable explanation of the world's oldest and most
misunderstood .... Given that more has been written about Freemasonry than almost any other
subject, the author's goal was to offer a simple, clear, concise, and easily understandable
explanation of the world's oldest and most misunderstood fraternity. His target audience is
composed of non-Masons who are simply curious about the basics and don't want to be
inundated by excessive details.Burtt hit the nail on the head. This brief book will satisfy the
curious and also serves as an excellent starting point for anyone interested in exploring
Freemasonry further. After reading it, you'll have the answers to the questions, "Who are those
guys and what do they do at their meetings?"”

The book by Robert E. Burtt has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 4 people have provided feedback.
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